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INFORMATION & INTELLIGENCE COMMITTEE
A meeting of the Information & Intelligence Committee (I&IC) was held at 14:00 until 16:30 on Friday 2 July 2010
MINUTES
Present:

Mike Catchpole (chair) 



Parul Desai




Alison Macfarlane



Fay Haffenden (by telephone)



John Stuart (by telephone)



Michael Soljak (by telephone)
In attendance:

Elin Sandberg

Apologies:

Colin Fischbacher



Claire Bradford




Andy Mobbs




Hugh Markowe




Patsy Bailey




John Newton




Julian Flowers
1.0 WELCOME
MC welcomed the group.
Actions:
No actions identified.

2.0 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from the above.
Actions:
No actions identified.
3.0 MINUTES OF LAST MEETING
The minutes were acknowledged as a largely historical document, due to the amount of time between meetings and were therefore the minutes were confirmed as a full and accurate record.
Actions:
No actions identified.

4.0 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
OSPHE will be followed up later in the agenda
Small cell sizes will be followed up later in the agenda.

MC met with PD and Tim Straughn. PD has been developing a population health strategy. The I&I Committee will get sight of this strategy and may be asked to assist in implementation. The strategy has been delayed slightly due to the arms length body review and resources constraints.

The group discussed a future health intelligence conference. AM requested that the Health Statistics User Group be involved.

PD reported that the IC will be asking FPH to formally nominate a representative to the user group.
Actions: 
See actions under point 5.
5.0 ACTIONS
All actions were carried forward.
Actions: 
See action points throughout the minutes.
6.0 BUSINESS PLANNING 2010/2011
MC talked about the core components of the I&I Committee business plan, including holding meetings and contributing to FPH newsletters. Areas to continue work on include development of OSPHE questions, the position paper on small cell sizes. MS suggested the submission to the Information Standards Board. MC acknowledged that this would be a sizable piece of work. This will be discussed later under item 9 on the agenda.
Actions:
MC to draft business plan.

7.0 JOINT MEETING WITH NHSIC AND HPA
February/March 2011 has been suggested as possible dates for the next meeting, however this will depend on the arms length body review and resource constraints. There may be an opportunity to have a plenary session on health informatics and information at the 2011 FPH annual conference.
Actions: 
No actions identified.

8.0 REVIEW OF POLICY AND OPERATIONAL GUIDANCE ON PRODUCTION OF STATISTICS WITH SMALL CELL SIZES

MC gave a brief background of this work stream, including the legal challenge in Scotland to the release of data using small cell sizes. There also followed a FOIA request in England. The Information Commissioner has now said that he feels that there were no grounds to refuse to release that data. The committee then moved on to collate the key documents (including policy statements and challenges) to inform the workforce. Several documents were circulated prior to the meeting. These included the IC ruling, an email on the Collie case and a note from Sue Graves. JS reported that in Wales, data was supplied but in such a way that it was not challenged.
MC summarised that in Scotland, the IC equivalent took the view that the data could be released at a county/regional level, but not at a local level. This fits with the cancer registry guidelines. Advice is being sought in England, as there is now need to assess the risk on a case by case basis. MC noted that individual hospitals have moved to weekly reporting. DH has considered the risks, but does not believe that they are significant enough to prevent publication. The England IC are now the most permissive end of the spectrum in terms of publications.
MS explained that the HES online policy is broadly consistent with ONS criteria. As a registered HES user, the policy precludes individual release of accessed data. The group agreed that this was in line with ONS guidance.
The group agreed the need to identify commonalities of different approaches and governance of data release and provide a summary for healthcare informatics professionals.
Action:
AM to email ES with further information on the Statistical Society code of conduct.



MC will redraft the document and eventually circulate to wider stakeholders.
9.0 PUBLIC HEALTH INFORMATION STANDARDS – PROPOSALS FOR SUBMISSION TO NHS ISB

MS led a discussion on the de-identification of ? for non-healthcare purposes. However, this cannot be circulated at this time. 
MC defined standards as defining data but also collectional standards. MS confirmed that he proposed that this committee look at framework standards. The developer/customer/sponsor may be willing to share this with FPH. Public Health is part of this framework (referred to as preventative medicine). There may be an opportunity for FPH to develop operational standards, possibly relating to combining data. MS reported that the IC and Connecting for Health have not considered issues around linkage of data from other sources. AM reported that Wellcome and the Research Council commissioned twenty projects looking at data linkages. MC queried how this relates to standards.
MS confirmed that framework standards aim to lay out current policy relating to linkage and small numbers. This lacks explicit guidance for developers.
Actions:
MC to discuss with Martin Severs on whether FPH has a role in helping to develop these framework standards. MC will report back to the committee at the next meeting.


All committee members to feed back any substantive ideas on standards development to MC.
10.0 OPSHE

MC emphasised the continued emphasis on developing data and informatics questions on the OSPHE exam. MC circulated a draft question and invited committee members to develop additional questions.
Actions:  
All committee members to send any comments to MC.
11.0 DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS
The next meeting will be Friday, 17 September 2010 at 14:00.
Actions: 
No actions identified.

12.0 ANY OTHER BUSINESS
MC and PD attended a meeting on Public Health Information and Intelligence Strategy. Attendees included ADsPH, IC, NICE, RDsPH, HPA. PD reported that the event was well attended. The purpose was to advise Judy Jones and David Newton in order for them to feed back to ministers. MC explained that this linked back to the Conservative Green Paper on potential public health structures. PD felt that the workshop was being used to test the water and begin a process of engagement with those bodies who may find themselves in a relationship with a new public health body. Some common themes emerged including a clear need for a central steer on the requirements of population health intelligence and clarification around the roles and responsibilities of national and local activities. Concerns were raised about the current capacity and capability at local level and what needed to be provided at regional/national level. MC was encouraged by the commitment to a public health body and to health information and intelligence.
JS spoke briefly on the creation of the national public health service in Wales. The public health Wales unit does not seem to be developing an information and intelligence strategy. 
AM made the group aware of a RSS day on Florence Nightingale and Statistics on 7 October 2011.
Action: 
No actions identified.









2
1

4 St Andrews Place  London  NW1 4LB  Tel: 020 7935 0243  Fax: 020 7224 6973

Email: enquiries@fph.org.uk  Website: www.fph.org.uk  Registered Charity No: 263894

