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INFORMATION & INTELLIGENCE COMMITTEE
A meeting of the Information & Intelligence Committee (I&IC) was held at 14:00 until 16:30 on Friday 26 March 2010
MINUTES
Present:

Mike Catchpole (chair) 



Claire Bradford (by telephone)



Julian Flowers




Alison Macfarlane




Parul Desai




Michael Soljak



Hugh Markowe

In attendance:

Elin Sandberg

Apologies:

Colin Fischbacher
1.0 WELCOME
MC welcomed the group.
Actions:
No actions identified.

2.0 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from Colin Fischbacher.
Actions:
No actions identified.
3.0 MINUTES OF LAST MEETING
The minutes were acknowledged as a largely historical document, due to the amount of time between meetings and were therefore the minutes were confirmed as a full and accurate record.
Actions:
No actions identified.

4.0 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

Actions: 
- ES to send MC copies of Education and Training Committee minutes. Update- minutes have been requested from E&T Committee administrator
5.0 SMALL CELL SIZES
MC explained that this issue continues to be a problem in public health. There is currently a legal ruling, arising from the contesting of the withholding  of data  requested through a Freedom of Information enquiry, stating that the current guidance against using small cell sizes does not need to be heeded. Department of Health are appealing this ruling.
MS explained that the Information Standards Board has recently produced framework standards for the de-identification of data. The group discussed when data becomes identifiable.

The group agreed that the position statement should not be published until the situation is more transparent and stable. The group also agreed to seek to produce a compilation of documentation, rulings and guidance relating to the anonymisation, usage and disclosure of data.
Actions: 
- JF to revisit position statement and circulate link to the Information Commissioner’s website.
· HM to check to see what information from the DoH is in the public domain.
· CF to be asked to provide documentation summarising position inScotland following review of concerns related  to release of data around leukaemia cases. 

· MS to check the status of the ISB framework standards.
· Small cell sizes to be added to the next I&I Committee agenda as a major agenda item.

6.0 NIRS
MC was invited to an extended Board meeting at NIRS  in February 2010. This was to give an overview of NRIS and the services provided by the NHS Information Centre. MC feels that these services will be of huge impact to public health as a single portal to disparate data sets. The functionality  originally envisaged as being delivered by SUS will be part of the service provided through NIRS  which will have slightly  have slightly different functionality as a portal to anonymised but linked data. In addition to its role in supporting health care service planning and management, and public health monitoring, NIRS will provide an analytic tool to support research. The extended Board meeting endorsed the view that it would not be appropriate to charge the NHS to access the raw (but anonymised) data (NIRS services) but that there should be a charge for added value analytical services. The Information Centre will need to secure funding to support this service going forward.
MC stated that he felt the role of the I&I Committee in this case was to disseminate information and collect comment.

There was agreement that a single central honest broker for NHS record linkagewould be the best way forward. The I&I Committee would like further information on this project, its data supply and how this service could be accessed by a variety of different institutions. There was broad support for the project.
Actions:
MC to meet with Parul Desai and Tim Straughan at the IC. MC will then feed back to this group.


All members to feedback possible uses of data to MC.

7.0 INFORMING HEALTHIER CHOICES
MC updated the group on the work of the IHC Steering Group and the overall progress of the IHC agenda. CB stated that many of the APHO projects in IHC are incomplete. MS explained that funding is becoming scarce and large percentages of the funding has been used for project evaluation rather than implementation. Sir Muir Gray has asked Mike Gill to provide an external evaluation of the IHC outputs. This report will be sent to the IHC Board.
PD explained that many of the projects will be carried out through other services, e.g. MyIC. CB talked about the National Public Health Library and the difficulties faced by the project. The groups discussed the future of the National Library at length.
Actions: 
No actions identified.

8.0 GRID COMPUTING AND PUBLIC HEALTH DATA STANDARDS
MS spoke on a paper about grid computing and cloud data storage to process very large datasets. This seems to be applied more in physical sciences than in medicine, with little exploration of the potential value to public health. MS feels there is a role for the I&I Committee and FPH to advertise the role this can play in public health. 
AM talked about an ESRC project linking cross-sectional data with outcome data, using cloud computing.
The group discussed the differences between grid computing and cloud computing. MS stated that he felt the important progress would be made in terms of standards and interoperability, as well data management. MS said that he saw a role for FPH to promote data standards. Some work has already been done on NSF datasets.
JF talked about an indicator platform in use by some PHOs. The group discussed aggregate vs record-level data. PD noted that ISB only look at standards for aggregation.

The group agreed that it would be useful to be able to present these standards to ISB.

Action:
JF and PD to present ideas for standards to next meeting.



This agenda item will be revisited at the next meeting.

AM is involved with a Scottish project with Chris Dibben, which is part of the Scottish Health Informatics Programme (SHIP)

http://www.scot-ship.ac.uk/index.html
http://www.scot-ship.ac.uk/RP4.html

Chris Dibben is also responsible for one of two relevant ESRC funded initiatives. This is what it says on ESRC web site
Administrative Data Liaison Service and Secure Data Service commissioned

Two new services have recently been commissioned by ESRC: the Administrative Data Liaison Service (ADLS) and the Secure Data Service (SDS). The ADLS is directed by Dr Chris Dibben at the University of Edinburgh and is funded initially for three years. The key aim of the service is to assist researchers to access administrative data resources. The SDS is directed by Melanie Wright at the University of Essex. This service is funded initially for two years and aims to provide researchers with improved access to sensitive data whilst maintaining maximum security.
Here is the link:
http://www.adls.ac.uk/
9.0 OSPHE QUESTIONS
MC talked to tabled paper from Colin Fischbacher. There was strong support overall for OSPHE questions which test candidates ability to interpret data. It was felt that CF’s proposed question might need to be shortened and made more geographically ambiguous.
MC tabled another draft scenario, although this had not yet been worked up into the OSPHE template.

The group agreed that questions should focus on two or three key areas. Candidates will be expected to pick out key points.
Actions:
All group members to submit any comments on the questions and feed comments back to MC.
10.0 UPDATES
AF provided feedback on the Health Statistic User Group
PD reported that the IC is putting greater focus on user needs. PD is developing a strategy for population health. The IC is developing an operational framework with APHO. This is to make sure that each organisation is making best use of organisational competency and workforce capability. This will include research communities, clinicians, social care data, etc. to facilitate information sharing.
AF raised the issue of outsourcing primary care services to private providers and the impact this has on return data flows. 

JF reported that DoH funding of PHOs ends in 2011 and there is uncertainty about the future funding. There are increasing numbers of specialist observatories being set up, although the mental health observatory comes to an end through lack of funding in April 2010. JF also reported that a workshop was held on public health surveillance. There are a multitude of surveillance systems, with vary funding mechanisms. These do not all fall under the umbrella of APHO. JF asked about a risk factor surveillance programme. PD responded that the IC programme will try and plug these sorts of data gaps. The group discussed how to demonstrate importance through qualitative and quantitative proofing.

Actions:  
No actions identified.
11.0 DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS
The next meeting will be Tuesday, 22 June 2010 at 14:00.
Actions: 
Es to identify how many people can attend meeting and arrange alternate date if necessary.

12.0 ANY OTHER BUSINESS
No other business was discussed.
Action: 
No actions identified.
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