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Frequently Asked Questions

Part A MFPH Examination

How do I apply for the examination?

Application forms can be downloaded from the FPH website at http://www.fph.org.uk/exams/part_a/applying.asp
What documents do I need to submit?

Applicants who are registered members of a profession related to health will be required to produce documentary evidence of their professional registration (e.g. with the GMC, NMC etc). Medical graduates not registered with the General Medical Council must provide an original of their primary medical qualification with their application form. Applicants who are not professionally registered must also provide original evidence of their qualifications with their application form. 

What is the current application fee?

The examination fee for the Part A MFPH (for closing dates in 2009) is £534 or £133.50 (4 year package) (UK) and £640 (Hong Kong). 

Closing dates in 2009 are 17 April 2009 (for June 2009) and 13 November 2009 (for January 2010).

Where is the examination held?

Held in January and June each year, the examination is taken in London and Hong Kong. 

Who is eligible to take the examination?

It is not necessary to hold a medical qualification to sit this examination, nor is it necessary to be enrolled in a training course. The examination is open to all people who hold a university degree.

Success in this examination leads to the election into the Faculty of Public Health (FPH) as a Diplomate Member. 

http://www.fph.org.uk/exams/part_a/default.asp
Are past examination papers available?

Past papers are held on the website for easy downloading at http://www.fph.org.uk/exams/part_a/past_papers.asp
What is tested in the Part A MFPH?

Research methods

Disease Causation & prevention; health promotion

Health information

Medical Sociology, Social Policy and Health Economics

Organisation and Management of Healthcare
Design and interpretation of studies

Data processing, presentation and interpretation

Communication, written presentation skills.

http://www.fph.org.uk/exams/part_a/examcontent.asp
What is the structure of the examination?

The Part A examination consists of two written papers (Paper I and Paper II). Both Papers I and II are split into two parts/components A and B – (Paper IA, Paper IB, Paper IIA and Paper IIB) and taken over two consecutive days.
http://www.fph.org.uk/exams/part_a/structure.asp
Can a paper be “banked”?
It is possible to 'bank' papers at Part A. This means that if the candidate does not pass the examination but has passed an individual paper, this result can be banked so that the candidate need not sit this paper again. This is feasible due to the explicit separation of knowledge and skills between Papers I and II. Candidates who bank a paper at a sitting must then sit the remaining paper at each subsequent examination. 

http://www.fph.org.uk/exams/part_a/results.asp#banking
How many times can the exam be attempted?

Candidates are allowed unlimited attempts at the Part A MFPH. The limit on attempts was removed by the Faculty Board in June 2008.

When are results released?
Examination results will be sent first class and marked ‘private and confidential' within two to three days of the Part A results meeting, usually around six weeks after the examination. A pass list and results summary will also be published on the FPH website on the second Monday following the Part A results meeting. Examination results will not be given over the telephone or in person.
Do candidates receive feedback?

All candidates who are unsuccessful in the examination will receive feedback on their examination performance in the form of marks, as well as the question key points and examiners' general comments. Candidates will not receive detailed individual feedback.
Can the examination result be appealed?
Candidates who wish to appeal against their examination results must consult the appeal procedures.

http://www.fph.org.uk/exams/appeals.asp
What happens after passing the examination? 

After successful completion of the Part A MFPH, candidates are eligible to become Diplomate Members (DFPH) of the Faculty.

Candidates are able to take the Part B (OSPHE) MFPH http://www.fph.org.uk/exams/part_b/default.asp  after successful completion of the Part A MFPH.
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