[image: image1.png]Faculty of Public Health

of the Royal Colleges of Physicians of the United Kingdom

g to improve the public's health




To: [MP]

Dear XXXX

Proposed reform of the NHS in England - impact on public health

As a member of the UK Faculty of Public Health (FPH), I am writing to you to highlight FPH’s key concerns about the impact of the proposed reforms on public health.

I have enclosed a copy of a paper written by FPH which sets out the key issues which need to be addressed if we are to realise the vision of a robust, fit-for-purpose public health system. I am fully supportive of the comments and issues that they raise, and wish to bring these to your attention. For your further information, I am also enclosing a copy of a recent letter sent to the Prime Minister by the three main professional organisations representing public health in the UK.

The reforms as currently proposed could:

1.
Seriously undermine public health services including responding to emergency or epidemic situations.

2.
Fragment the scarce workforce and significantly affect training, recruitment and retention of public health staff.

3.
Significantly affect public confidence in the independent professional advice of the director of public health.

4.
Cause great confusion around what a proposed public health budget would cover.

5.
Significantly undermine existing and future public health commissioning support to the proposed GP consortia.

Once you have read this I hope you will support the suggested amendments to the Public Health White Paper. These suggestions are very necessary if we are to achieve the full potential of any future reforms.

The proposal for Public Health England to become an executive agency or special health authority draws on lessons from history and is very similar to the structures recently put in place in Wales and Northern Ireland. Such an organisation if configured as proposed in the attached paper would address the issues and concerns being raised by many in the NHS and lead to a far more efficient and effective public health service.

Thank you for taking the time to read this letter and attachments. I look forward to your reply.

Yours sincerely,

XXXXX

