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Changing face of 

Nitazenes
- A WEDINOS perspective



A network unlike any other…

More than just a drug testing service. By focussing on consumer level samples, 

WEDINOS is a national drug markets, trends and threats monitoring system.



WEDINOS – Nitazene overview

• On 14th April 2021 WEDINOS received a sample of an unknown 
white powder from Wakefield, England

• Following analysis using Ultra Performance Liquid 
Chromatography Quadrupole Time-of-flight Mass 
Spectrometry this sample was profiled as containing 
metonitazene

• Since then WEDINOS has identified nitazene(s) in over 220 
samples from across the United Kingdom



Changing face of nitazene…Oxycodone

• From the receipt of the first sample to the end of 2022

– 37 samples profiled as containing a nitazene

– 29 of the these samples were submitted as oxycodone
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Changing face of nitazene…Diazepam

• Oxycodone remained the most common purchase intent listed 
until July 2023

– At that time diazepam began to appear as a purchase intent

– By November 2024, it was the most commonly stated purchase intent
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Are you getting what you think you’re 
getting?

• Information shared with all 
stakeholders

• Same tag line as DAN 24/7

• Proactive media and 
communications strategy

• Information and promotion of 
naloxone amongst non-opioid 
using groups



Changing face of nitazene…Heroin

• Heroin, although WEDINOS had profiled nitazene in heroin 
previously…

– From November 2023 increased number of samples submitted as 
heroin 

– Cluster of fatal and non-fatal drug poisonings in Adamstown and Roath 
areas of Cardiff amongst heroin users

• Fast testing identified the presence of nitazenes

– Cluster(s) of non-fatal drug poisonings in areas of the Anuerin Bevan 
Health Board area

• Local services proactively promoting WEDINOS and obtaining heroin samples for 
analysis  



Nitazenes within the heroin market

• Information provided to all 
stakeholders

• WEDINOS media day 8th 
February 2024

• Support to services

• Reassurance around 
naloxone

• Priority accessibility to 
testing for samples via 
services linked to overdose



Nitazene’s…2023/24

• 138 samples found to contain nitazenes

• Five of these samples were submitted with a nitazene listed as the 
purchase intent.

• The majority of nitazenes were profiled in samples submitted as 
diazepam, 54 per cent (n=75). Followed by heroin, 17 per cent 
(n=24) and oxycodone, 16 per cent (n=22)

• Other samples where nitazenes were identfiied were submitted 
as: unknown, promethazine, cannabis, flubromazolam, SCRA, 
temazepam and zopiclone



Guess who?



Guess who?
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