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Key issues

 Standards – food, consumer safety & environmental

 Import and export

 Crime and health protection 

 Food supply/dietary health and poverty

 Reflections

 Next steps



I’ve had more 
bloody 

inspectors than 
Iraq!

Inspection and Regulation

Courtesy of Professor Patrick Wall, 
UCD



An Example  - RASFF???



Imports and Exports





Food crime………hasn’t gone away

 29th January 
2019

 80% of Beef 
from Poland 
is exported



 The UK imports 
almost half of its 
food and 84% of 
it is fresh fruit1.

 DEFRA 2018



The public do care……



A planetary healthy plate – and it can be done!



Some closing 
reflections………



An analogy of the current policy course!?



The highest level of dissatisfaction (contentment and wellbeing) and emotional distress are in the 
richest countries in the world like the US and UK

Chasing Progress, New Economics Foundation

Every Society clings to a myth by which it lives. 
Ours is the myth of economic progress.



Some suggested next steps?

 FPH could work with CIEH and others on these issues?

 Standards must be maintained  (not just food standards)

 Joint Food and Public Health Paper?

 Climate change issues need much better PH focus



Gary McFarlane

NI Director

g.mcfarlane@cieh.org


