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Strengthening the regulation of commercial 

sunbeds in England 

 
Introduction 

Evidence shows that using sunbeds is linked to an increased risk of skin cancer and 

other health problems. While existing legislation prohibits the use of commercial 

sunbeds by children and young people under the age of 18 (under 18s), reports 

suggest that this prohibition is not being adhered to, with under 18s using 

commercial sunbeds. 
 

This consultation seeks views on proposals that aim to strengthen protections for 

sunbed users, particularly for young people and those most vulnerable to harm 

caused by ultraviolet (UV) exposure. The proposals will promote responsible 

practices among businesses providing use of sunbed services. 
 

The Department of Health and Social Care would like to understand the impact of 

these proposals on users, businesses and local authorities. 

 

Consultation Questions 

  

Section 1: Mandatory age verification through ID checks 

This policy option would require businesses offering sunbed services to verify the age of 
users through an approved form of identification, such as photo card ID, prior to sale or 
use. 

Do you support or oppose mandatory ID checks of sunbed users to verify their age? 

Strongly support 

  

Section 2: Mandatory supervision of sunbed use 

This policy option would require sunbed services to be supervised by a member of staff, 
who would control access to the sunbed. 
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Do you support or oppose mandatory supervision of sunbeds? 

Strongly support 

  

Section 3: Prohibiting the sale or hire of sunbeds to people under the age of 18 

This policy option would prohibit businesses from selling or hiring out sunbed devices to 
people under the age of 18 (under 18s) for use outside of business premises. This is in 
addition to the existing prohibition of the sale of sunbed services within the business 
premises. 

 

Do you support or oppose prohibiting the sale or hire of sunbeds to under 18s? 

Strongly support 

  

Section 4: Mandatory provision of health risk information 

This policy option would require businesses to provide clear, accessible and accurate 
information on the health risks associated with sunbed use before the sale of sunbed 
services. 

 

Do you support or oppose the mandatory provision of clear and accessible 
information on health risks associated with sunbed use? 

Strongly support 

  

Section 5: Mandatory provision of protective eyewear 

This policy option would require businesses offering sunbed services to make protective 
eyewear available for users to reduce risks to eye health from UV exposure. 

 

Do you support or oppose mandating businesses to provide protective eyewear? 

Strongly support 

  



   
 

 

 

Section 6: Prohibiting the promotion of unproven health benefits 

This policy option would prohibit businesses from promoting unproven or misleading 
health benefits of sunbed use. 

 

Do you support or oppose the prohibition for businesses to promote unproven 
health benefits of sunbed use? 

Strongly support 

  

Section 7: Impact of the proposed regulations 

To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements? 

The proposed regulations would improve user awareness of the health risks from 
sunbed use. 

Agree 

The proposed regulations would prevent use of sunbed services by under 18s. 

Agree   

The proposed regulations would improve protection of sunbed users’ health. 

Strongly agree 

  

Section 8: Further comments 

Please include any further comments that you wish to share. (Optional, maximum 
300 words, do not include any personal information in your response).   

We support the proposals and believe they would improve protection of sunbed user’s 
health.  We agree that the proposed regulations will improve user awareness of health 
risks but there is a risk that the focus on under 18s may give false reassurance for over 
18s.  The proposed regulations would reduce sunbed use but this will depend on 
enforcement at local level and rigorous ID processes.  




